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CARERS’ CENTRE 
Statement by Minister for Community Development 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah - Minister for Community Development) [9.08 am]:  I am delighted to 
announce that the Carpenter government will provide $300 000 towards the establishment and refurbishment of a 
carers’ centre to provide support and resources for Western Australia’s estimated 243 000 family carers. 
The immense value of the state’s family carers cannot be overvalued.  Eleven per cent of our population provide 
voluntary care and support for family members, friends or neighbours who are disabled or frail or who have 
mental or chronic illnesses.  On a national annual basis, unpaid family carers save the economy an amount in the 
region of $19 billion.  With this centre, carer organisations will have a recognised base from which to deliver 
services, training, resources and support to Western Australian carers. 
Carers WA and the Association of Relatives and Friends of the Mentally Ill have successfully negotiated with 
Lotterywest to help them purchase a building to house both organisations as well as provide meeting and training 
rooms, a book cafe and library and a youth area for young carers.  In addition “hot desks” will be provided for 
other carer organisations that currently operate from private homes or other temporary accommodation. 
The benefits of this centre will be many.  New carer groups will have a base to work from while they establish 
themselves, with ready access to skills, knowledge and resources.  It will also provide one central hub for 
information and personal advice through a library, and access to trained staff and printed material.  Lotterywest 
has funded the purchase of the building and has committed a further $1 million for the renovation and fit-out.  
This allocation of an additional $300 000 demonstrates the Carpenter government’s commitment to carers, by 
providing them with practical assistance and, thereby, recognising the vital role that they play in providing 
community care and support.  
 


